Superior mesenteric vein severance from blunt abdominal trauma: report of a case.
Injury of the superior mesenteric vein from blunt abdominal trauma is an uncommon but frequently fatal injury. A 63-year-old man was injured in a motorcycle accident. He was admitted to our hospital in profound shock. Immediate celiotomy revealed superior mesenteric vein injury which was repaired by end-to-end anastomosis. Rapid fluid resuscitation and expeditious exploration are the key in saving patients with this condition. Indications for exploration of retroperitoneal hematomas, techniques of exposure, modes of reconstruction of the injured vein and the importance of a second-look operation are discussed.